
Week  4, Tuesday, 6th November 2018                                                                           

Just a reminder please do NOT bring rice or nut products to school due to the severe Anaphylactic 
allergic reactions to some of our students - thank you. 

From the Principal 

Dear parents and caregivers 

In 2019 the school is moving into a new school shirt, hat and jacket. Currently we 
have the shirt and hat available from the school’s uniform shop. They look        
fantasƟc and the students are very excited about their new uniform and I know 
you will be too. No more white shirts, and our new shirts can be washed very   
easily. You will also be able to wash the new school hats. Yahoo!! 

Book Pack for 2019 
The note about book packs is now ready for parents and carers. Payments can be 

made in 2018 for 2019 if you wish. 2019 Book packs will not be given out unless 

payment has been made.  

Planning for 2019 classes  
1. Please advise the school if you will be leaving our school community. It is best if 

you write to me (school Principal) to provide details of your child’s departure 
from Swansea Public School. 

2. A form is available from the school office if you wish to provide some              
informaƟon on your child’s placement for next year. Please contact the school 
office with your email address if you require another copy to be emailed     
directly to you. The closing date for these forms to be returned is Friday 16 
November 2018. 

3. In 2019 the school will be establishing a new class called a STEM class for    
selected students in Years 4 and 5. STEM stands for Science, Technology,  
Engineering and MathemaƟcs. This class will be a future‐focused class, and 
students will be required to explore a range of interesƟng and challenging 
learning acƟviƟes through problem‐solving projects, STEM skill‐building and 
the use of higher order thinking skills. I am convinced that this approach will 
drive student learning and progress and provide a strong school culture of 
achievement.  

 
I have asked Mrs Chensee to lead this class in 2019. She comes to this teaching 
posiƟon with excepƟonal interest, skills and experiences in teaching and working 
with students on STEM acƟviƟes. She will also conƟnue to work with Stage 1 and 
Stage 3 students on STEM each Friday to ensure that this approach extends      
beyond this new class, as the school has many students gaining criƟcal skills and a 
strong knowledge base in STEM.  
  
Some of the acƟviƟes that Mrs Chensee will use in 2019 include: 

 Coding skills using Scratch and other key programs  

 STEM projects using a problem‐solving framework for learning and approaches 
including scienƟfic experiments and its applicaƟon to real life problems 

 Units or themes of work that are based on students’ interests and which     
integrate Literacy (quality texts) and MathemaƟcs with STEM and other Key 
Learning Areas such as Visual Arts                     from the Principal conƟnued…….. 

The Uniform Shop is closed     

this Thursday                                                      

sorry for any inconvenience.                          

It will open Thurs 15th Nov 8:40 am to 9:40 

Calendar for Term 4 

Week 4 7/11 

8/11 

9/11 

9/11 

Galgabba Soccer Cup  

Kinder 2019 OrientaƟon 

Remembrance Day Ceremony 

Yr 3 to Yr 6 Swimming for Sport 

Week 5 14/11 

16/11 

16/11 

P&C MeeƟng 6pm 

Fundraiser Diabetes Day 

Yr 3 to Yr 6 Swimming for Sport 

Week 6 21/11 

22/11 

23/11 

Headlice check 

Kinder 2019 OrientaƟon 

Yr 3 to Yr 6 Swimming for Sport 

Week 7 26/11 

30/11 

Swimming Scheme Commences 

Yr 3 to Yr 6 Swimming for Sport 

Week 8 3/12 

4/12 

4/12 

5/12 

5/12 

7/12 

7/12 

Volunteer Morning Tea 

Hello High School 

Performance  ‐ Swansea Pensioners  

Yr 6 Farewell 

Kinder 2019 Picnic 

Yr 3 to Yr 6 Swimming for Sport 

Human Sexuality Course Y6 

Week 9 10/12 

11/12 

13/12 

14/12 

Performance at ReƟrement Village 

CelebraƟon Day K to 6 

Visit to Swansea Library 

PresentaƟon Day 

Week 

10 

19/12 

20/12 

21/12 

Last day for Students 

SDD for Staff 

SDD for Staff 



from the Principal continued …. 

 The use of a range of technology tools such as Lego RoboƟcs,  
Spheros, 3D printers, Ipads and laptops to assist learning acƟviƟes 

 ParƟcipaƟon in STEM special events such as The Galgabba STEM 
Expo.  

There is a parent/carer nominaƟon form and this needs to be returned 
to Swansea Public School office by Friday 16 November 2018. Please 
request another copy if the original (distributed on 1 November 2018) 
has been misplaced. 

This is a great opportunity and will establish our school as future‐

focussed and help to provide our students with a number of criƟcal 

foundaƟonal skills to address our ever‐changing, complex, technological 

world. 

Homework procedures for next year 
At the next P and C meeƟng I will be discussing the Homework Contract 
that is currently being trialled in 5/4R, 4/3F and 4/3M. We have been 
provided with good feedback from a number of parents and students, 
and once discussed with the School P and C members, this homework 
contract may be extended right across the school in 2019.  

The next P and C mee ng is on Wednesday 14 November at 6 p.m. 

School A endance issues 
While analysing current student aƩendance informaƟon I have noriced 
that there are a number of students who have been not aƩending 
school for what is described as ”unjusƟfied reasons” UnjusƟfied reasons 
include:  birthdays, head lice, hairdressing appointments, days home 
just to be with mum, slept in, car issues and medical appointments such 
as the denƟst. 

Parents/cares must send a note explaining the absence of their child, so 
it can be recorded onto our school’s aƩendance system. The principal 
can override reasons e.g. If the principal witnesses a student’s not at 
school and/or not obviously sick. In my opinion, if students are sick then 
they should be at home or at the doctors, Furthermore please be     
advised schools can request medical cerƟficates under certain           
circumstances, as this may help address maƩers such as school refusal 
issues.  

The school conƟnues to have a very close associaƟon with our local 
Home School Liaison Officer (HSLO), Anne‐Maree Day. who can work 
with parents/cares to ensure that students aƩend school for at least 
85% of the school year. 

Positive Behaviour for  Learning (PBL) 
- What’s the buzz this week?   

Focus: Walking on Hard Surfaces  

 

The next fortnight we will be continuing with ‘Be 
Safe and Responsible’.  

We have seen an improvement in this  area. It is 
important to be walking on hard surfaces to  
prevent accidents. We are lucky to have a large 
park area where we can run and play games. 

It is wonderful to see so many students          
receiving class awards at Friday morning whole 
school assembly for being respectful, being an 
active learner or being safe and responsible. 
Keep up the great effort Swansea! 

Thank you again for your continued support 
and helping make PBL the best it can be in 
benefiting all the   students of Swansea PS.  

Awards this week will be presented to: 

Week 4 (Friday 9/11) – Early Stage 1 and 
Stage 1 : Kindergarten, Year 1 and 2         
students 

Please note if your child doesn’t receive 
their award on the designated week, s/he 
may receive it in the subsequent weeks,    
depending on where they are at in meeting 
the PBL expectations of ‘Be Respectful’, ‘Be 
an Active Learner’ and ‘Be Safe and           
Responsible’.                                                                          

Congratulations to all students in  
striving to do well, being respectful, 

being an active learner and being 
safe and responsible 

Found 

A bike lock and 4 pair of glasses.  

Please claim at the Office 



 Hien and Kyson from KD had a fabulous day 
at Oakvale Farm with other EAL/D students 
from Newcastle and Lake Macquarie schools.  

They went on a tractor ride, saw lots of       
animals including the llamas and camels. Hien 
and Kyson loved feeding the kangaroos and 
baby lambs who followed them everywhere! 

Oakvale Farm Visit 

Remembrance 
Day Ceremony 

Swansea Public School will 
be holding our   Remembrance Day Ceremony 
this Friday 9th November at approximately 
11:30 am. 

Students may like to bring fresh flowers to lay 
as a sign of respect. 

 

Reminder 

 

 

Gold Awards for K to Year 2       
will be handed out                      

this Friday 9th November 

Debating Teams 
A big congratulations to our two Debating Teams for their final debates. Both 
teams went to Blacksmiths Public School. The Year 5/6 group debated the 
affirmative on the topic students should play competitive sports on the  
weekend and won the debate. The Year 6 group debated the negative on 
the topic media promotes a selfish   society and unfortunately lost in a close 
debate.  The persistence and collaboration skills these students showed in 
preparing their debates was impressive. Well done!  

Mrs Hopton  





Grandparents Day 

Thank you to all our visitors last Tuesday for coming along to 
celebrate Grandparents Day with us. 

There were lots of very happy smiley faces all over the school.  

The performances were all very entertaining and delightful to 
watch! 

To all our grandparents thank you for playing with 
your grand children, letting them make a mess and 

helping in their growing up. 



Community Notices 





Canteen is closed every  
Tuesday 



Term 4   Events 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sun 
W
e
e
k 
4 

5 6 7 

Galgabba Soccer 
Cup 

8 

Kinder 2019  
Orientation  

9 

Remembrance      
Day Ceremony 

Yr 3 to Yr 6   

Swimming for 

Sport 

10/11 

W
e
e
k 
5 

12 13 14 

P&C Meeting 6pm 

15 16 

Fundraiser        

Diabetes  Day 

Yr 3 to Yr 6   

Swimming for 

Sport 

17/18 

W
e
e
k 
6 

19 20 21 

Headlice check 

22 

Kinder 2019  
Orientation 

23 

Yr 3 to Yr 6   

Swimming for 

Sport 

24/25 

W
e
e
k 
7 

26 

Intensive Swim 
Program 26  Nov -

7 Dec 

27 

 

28 29 30 

Yr 3 to Yr 6   

Swimming for 

Sport 

1/2 

W
e
e
k 
8 

3  Dec 

Volunteer  Morning 
Tea 

 

4 

Performance @ 
Pensioners Hall 

Hello High School 

5 

Yr 6 Farewell 

6 
Kindergarten 
2019  Picnic 

7 

Yr 3 to Yr 6   

Swimming for 

Sport 

Human Sexuality 

Talk Y6  

8/9 

W
e
e
k
9 

10 

Performance @ 
Retirement Village 

11 

Celebration Day 

12 

 

13 
KA, KD & 2/1M 
Visit Swansea 

Library 

14 

Presentation Day 

Reports go Home 

15/16 

W
e
e
k 
1

17 18 19 

Party Day K to Y6 

Last Day for     
students 

20 
 

SDD 

21 

SDD 

22/23 

Recent notes home 

Year 6 Farewell and Photo note 

KA , KD and 2/1M visit to Swansea Library  

Thank you                    
Swansea Woolworths for      

letting our students in  Kinder, 
Year 1 and Year 2 visit your 

store this week. Everyone had 


